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FAX NUMBER 703.872.9306 
ATTENTION OF CATHERINE S. WILLIAMS 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 703.308.3552 

FROM MARK S. LEONARDO 

D[RECTOlAt 617.856.8145 
c/M/A# 20518/62/2089 
MESSAGE COURTESY COPY of Petition to Claim Benefit under 35 U.S.C. 120 of 
prior filed Applications (37 C.F.R. 1 .78(a)(3)) for Application No. 10/01 6,276. 




The documents accompanying this fax transmission contain infom«tJon trom the law flrm of Brown Rudnick Beriack Israels LLP 
whkH Is confidential or privileged, "me Information is intended to be for the use of the Individual w enWy named on this 
toa^i^on sheeL If you are not the intended incipient, be aware that any disolosuro. copying, distribution or use df the oonterrts 
Of ^faSl" nfomiatlon » prohibited- if you have received this tax In error, please notify « by telephone .mnnedlatfily so that we 
can an^nge for the reWevBd Of ihe ortginal dooumants at no cost to you. Tliank you, 

sHnufiA aivPlacel 8 Oifford Street 1 20 West -15*5 ireet 121 South Main SItmI 1201 PennayjvanlaAv^ 
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/ CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

NOV 0 9 20(» 
PATENT 



Attorney Docket No.: 20518/62 (S-8492) 
TN THE UNITED ST ATKS PATENT AND TRADEMARK OTOCE 

APPLICANT(S): Bairusetal. EXAMINER: Catherine Williams 

SERIAL NO.: 10/016.276 GROUP: 3763 

FILED: Deceiiibex6,2001 CONFIRMATION NO.: 4052 

FOR: Safety Shield for Medical Needles 

pERTIFICATi: OF MATLING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL (37 CPR hS^ 

I hereby etxvfy dwt this peps (ftloog witb any p«per lefenied lo as bdxig attached or endoGed) is being dcposiled with Itio UniiBcl 
States Posial Service on the date shown below with suEficiem postseo as flist oIbs moil in an wvclopc sddicssed to: Mml Stgp Pcritian, 
Commmtoner fof Patenn, P.O. Box H50. Aiaxaodrl^ VA 22313-1450: 



MkheOe /L Aidlo 

PETITION TO CLAIM BENEFIT UNDER 35 U.S.C> 120 
OF PRIOR FIL ED APPLICATIONS 



MAIL STOP PETITION 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



1. Applicant hereby petitions, in accordance witb § 1.78(a)(3) to claim the benefit 
for Hie above referenced application under 35 U.S.C. 120 of prior applications {as presented in an 
Amendment dated May 1 1 , 2004 in the above referenced application, copy enclosed): 
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AppUcadonNo. 10/016,276 
Filed: December 6, 2001 
Group Alt Unit: 3763 
Page 2 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RFXATED APP LICATIONS 

This patent application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/892,593, filed in the USPTO on June 27, 2001 by Ferguson et al., which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. UtiHty Patent Application Serial No. 09/433,449, filed November 4, 
1999, U.S. Utility Patent AppUcation Serial No. 09/434,036, filed November 4, 1999. and U.S. 
Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/619,1 90, filed July 1 9, 2000, which claims benefit of 
U.S. Provisional AppUcation Serial No. 60/254,506 filed in the USPTO on December 8, 2000 by 
Thome et al., U.S. Provisional Application Serial No, 60/275,810, filed on March 14, 2001, U-S. 
Provisional Application Serial No. 60/275.886, filed March 14, 2001 and U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/296,968 filed in the USPTO on June 8, 2001 by Barxus et al., Ac entire 
contents of each of these arolications being hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

2. Applicant states that the entire delay between the date the claim for the benefit of . 
the earlier applications was due under paragraph (a)(2) of 37 C.F.R- § 1.78 and the date this 
claim is filed was unintentional. 
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Application No. 10/016,276 
Filed: December 6, 2001 
Group Art Unit: 3763 
Page 3 

3. -Die surcharge fee set forth in § 1.17(t), required by 37 1.78(a)(3Xii), is 

paid as follows: 

□ Attached is a □ check □ money order in the amount of QO 

El Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $l,?7QrOQ 
^ to Deposit Account No. 500369 

□ to Credit card as shown on the attadied credit card information 

authorization form PTO-2038 
^ Charge any additional fees required by this ps^ or credit any 

overpayment in the manner authorized above. 



A duplicate of this pap^ is attached. 



Respectfiilly submitted. 



Dated: 




Mark S. Leonardo, Reg. No. 41,433 
Attorney for Applicants 
Customer No. 21710 
Brown Eludnick Bcrlack Israels LLP 
One Financial Center, Floor 1 8, Box BP 
Boston, MA 021 11 
Tel.: 617-856-8145 
Fax: 617-856-8201 
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